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Dear Colleagues, 

We are happy to send to you the IKI China Update 20 (July - September 2023). 

We hope you enjoy reading it.  

Best regards from China, 

IKI China Team 
 

P O L I C Y  N E W S 

China released the annual China Climate Change Blue Book  

On 8 July 2023, the China Meteorological Administration (CMA) unveiled the 2023 edition of the China Climate Change 
Blue Book at the International Ecological Civilization Guiyang Forum. The report provides a detailed analysis of the latest 

data on climate change, examining both local and global perspectives in the context of the atmosphere, hydrosphere, 
cryosphere, biosphere, and the primary drivers of climate change. 

Read More 

2023 National Conference on Ecological and Environmental Protection held 

The 9th National Conference on Ecological and Environmental Protection took place in Beijing from 17 to 18 July 2023, 
being the highest profile environmental conference since 2018. At the conference, President Xi Jinping announced 

further progress on the goal of realising a “Beautiful China”. 

Read more 

 

https://climatecooperation.cn/climate/china-released-the-annual-china-climate-change-blue-book/
https://environmental-partnership.org/news/the-2023-national-conference-on-ecological-and-environmental-protection/


Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (MIIT) released revised version of its dual-credit policy 

The MIIT released the latest update to the dual-credit policy on 6 July 2023, which came into effect on 1 August. The 
revised version aims at adjusting the calculation method of credits for New Energy Vehicles (NEVs) and will have a 

strong moderating effect on the supply and demand of the credits and on the NEV credit trading price. 

Read More 

China issued notice on using green electricity certificates (GEC) to promote renewable electricity consumption 

On 3 August 2023, the NDRC, the Ministry of Finance (MoF), and the National Energy Administration (NEA) jointly issued 
a notice on expanding the coverage of GEC to promote renewable electricity consumption and provide the foundation 

for future renewable energy development and integration. 

Read More 

Judicial interpretation of criminal law expanded to include GHG data falsification 

On 9 August 2023, the Supreme People's Court (SPC) and the Supreme People's Procuratorate (SPP) introduced a joint 
interpretation targeting criminal cases of environmental pollution. Effective from 15 August, this interpretation, for the 

first time, categorises carbon emission data falsification as a criminal offense. Stemming from concerns over data 
tampering in the carbon emissions trading market and previous regulatory gaps, this move is expected to bolster the 

market's integrity and offer a substantial deterrent against GHG data malpractices. 

Read More 

China Land Surveying and Planning Institute released China's first blue book on ecological protection red lines 

On 15 August 2023, the Ministry of Natural Resources’ (MNR) China Land Surveying and Planning Institute published the 
‘Blue Book on Ecological Protection Red Lines (2023)’. The publication marks the first time China has released 

achievements regarding ecological protection red lines in the form of a blue book. The blue book points out that the 
national ecological protection red line network covers an area of 3.19 million m², including all 35 priority areas for 

biodiversity protection in China as well as over 90% of typical ecosystem. 

Read More 

Action plan for improving environmental infrastructure development released  

On 24 August 2023, the NDRC, Ministry of Ecology and Environment (MEE), and Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural 
Development (MoHURD) jointly released the ‘Action Plan for Improving the Level of Environmental Infrastructure 
Development’. To realise improvements in the capacity and level of disposal and treatment of waste, the plan sets 
concrete targets for the national capacity of segregated waste collection and transportation of domestic waste to 
surpass 700,000 tons/day and the national capacity for incineration of urban domestic waste to surpass 800,000 
tons/day by 2025. At the same time, the capacity of solid waste treatment and integrated utilisation should be 

upgraded, while capacity to dispose of dangerous waste should be guaranteed. 

Read More 

https://wap.miit.gov.cn/zwgk/zcjd/art/2023/art_a251af87b8364b16a551bf8a157bd50a.html
https://climatecooperation.cn/climate/china-issued-notice-on-using-green-electricity-certificates-to-promote-renewable-electricity-consumption/
https://climatecooperation.cn/climate/judicial-interpretation-of-criminal-law-expanded-to-include-ghg-data-falsification/
https://climatecooperation.cn/climate/china-land-surveying-and-planning-institute-released-chinas-first-blue-book-on-ecological-protection-red-lines/
https://iwm-nama.caues.cn/posts/action-plan-2023-2025-to-improve-the-level-of-environmental-infrastructure-development-released/


MNR released a work plan for establishing a national territorial spatial planning implementation monitoring network 

On 5 September 2023, the MNR issued the ‘Work Plan for the Construction of the National Territorial Spatial Planning 
Implementation Monitoring Network (2023-2027)’. The plan aims at realising “intelligent" lifecycle management of 

territorial spatial planning with the support of "digitisation" and "networking", as well as at promoting the construction 
of the digital governance system of a “Beautiful China” and a green and intelligent ecological civilization. 

Read More 

New standards for NEV smart charging technologies released 

On 7 September 2023, the MIIT published two updated national standards for NEV charging technologies. The National 
Automotive Standardization Technical Committee was in charge of updating the existing standards from 2015, with a 

focus on the compatibility of old and new charging interfaces by increasing the maximum charging current and charging 
power. Testing methods for mechanical performance and battery life extension will be optimised and adapted 

accordingly. 

Read More 

New carbon emissions reduction regulations released  

While no major new national environmental pollution abatement targets or measures have been released during 
quarter three in 2023, new advances on controlling greenhouse gases (GHG) may have co-benefits for air quality. For 

instance, MEE Minister Huang Runqiu adopted the ‘Measures for the Administration of Greenhouse Gas Voluntary 
Emission Reduction Trading (Trial)’ in September 2023, relaunching the China Certified Emission Reductions (CCER) 
market that may support the decarbonization of economic activities beyond the Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS).  

Read More 

Third national desertification control and prevention plan released  

In September 2023, the National Forestry and Grassland Administration and six other departments jointly released the 
third ‘National Plan of Prevention and Control of Desertification (2021-2030)’. The plan further refines China’s 

regulatory framework and technical guidance for desertification management. 

Read More 

New automobile industry development plan released  

In September, the MIIT and six other departments released the ‘Work Plan for Stabilising Growth of the Automobile 
Industry (2023-2024)’. The plan sets targets to be reached by the automobile industry in 2023 and 2024, including on 

the sale of NEVs. 

Read More 

https://climatecooperation.cn/climate/ministry-of-natural-resources-released-a-work-plan-for-establishing-a-national-territorial-spatial-planning-implementation-monitoring-network/
https://wap.miit.gov.cn/jgsj/zbys/gzdt/art/2023/art_e5bb0858dbc54260b939debb7a63f036.html
https://environmental-partnership.org/news/new-carbon-emissions-reduction-regulations-and-possible-co-benefits-for-air-pollution-abatement
https://environmental-partnership.org/news/third-national-desertification-control-and-prevention-plan-released/
https://environmental-partnership.org/news/some-circularity-elements-in-new-automobile-industry-development-plan/


P R O J E C T  N E W S 

» Climate and Ozone Protection Protection Alliance on ODS and HFS Banks Management (COPA) 

 

Study tour to China on pathway towards energy-efficient air conditioning (AC)  

From 4 to 8 September 2023, the GIZ Climate and Ozone Protection Alliance on 
ODS and HFC Banks Management (COPA) project organised a study tour to China 
to encourage international exchange and share experiences on the production of 

energy-efficient R290 split-type air conditioning. Representatives from 
government agencies and the AC industry from Bangladesh, the Philippines, 

Thailand, and Vietnam took part in the study tour. 

Read More 

» Integrated Urban Climate Action for Low-Carbon and Resilient Cities (Urban-Act) 

 

First implementation workshop of the Urban-Act project China component with all 
implementation partners 

On 26 July, the first implementation workshop of the Urban-Act China component 
was held in Beijing, bringing together eight representatives from all four 

implementation partners of the project based in Shanghai, Beijing, and Xi’an. 

Read More 

 

Parallel session to the ASEAN Mayors Forum 

On 1 August 2023, as part of the ASEAN Mayors Forum in Jakarta, Indonesia, a 
parallel session titled “Building Resilient Cities and Climate Action” featured 

speakers from the Urban-Act project's country partners in China, the Philippines, 
and Indonesia. 

Read More 

 

Exchange and capacity building workshop on climate-friendly transport policy 

On 2 August 2023, the Urban-Act project’s China component and the Fund for 
Triangular Cooperation (Trico Fund), both GIZ projects, joined forces to co-host an 

exchange and capacity building workshop on climate-friendly transport policy in 
Semarang, Indonesia. 

Read More 

https://climatecooperation.cn/climate/study-tour-to-china-pathway-towards-energy-efficient-r290-air-conditioning/
https://climatecooperation.cn/climate/first-implementation-workshop-of-the-urban-act-project-china-component-with-all-implementation-partners-held/
https://climatecooperation.cn/climate/parallel-session-to-the-asean-mayors-forum-organised/
https://climatecooperation.cn/climate/exchange-and-capacity-building-workshop-on-climate-friendly-transport-policy-held/


 

Exchange meeting on institutional arrangements in the field of climate service 
management 

In response to the Thai Meteorological Department's request, a hybrid virtual 
exchange meeting was organised by the Urban-Act project on the topic of 

institutional arrangements in climate services on 24 August 2023. 

Read More 

 

Indonesian delegation on low-carbon transportation planning in China hosted  

From 10 to 16 September 2023, the Urban-Act project hosted an Indonesian 
delegation on low-carbon transportation planning in China in collaboration with 

the Trico Fund. During its stay, the delegation made on-site visits in Xiamen, 
Shenzhen, and Guangzhou. 

Read More 

» Sino-German Cooperation on Climate Change – Climate Partnership & NDC Implementation  

 

Climate Finance Symposium with three selected local pilots 

On 9 July 2023, representatives of three local pilots on climate finance – Xixian 
New Area of Shaanxi province, Tianfu New Area of Sichuan province, and 

Liangjiang New Area of Chongqing city – agreed on a strategic cooperation 
framework amongst these pilots and signed a Memorandum of Understanding on 

climate finance. Selected by MEE in 2022 as the first batch of local pilots, their 
work in climate financing and investment has been supported by the Sino-German 

Cooperation on Climate Change – NDC Implementation project. 

Read More 

 

 

China-EU Expert Workshop on Climate Finance and Investment 

GIZ and the Chinese Academy of Sciences’ Institutes of Science and Development, 
(CASISD) jointly organised a hybrid workshop entitled ‘China-EU Expert Workshop 
on Climate Finance and Investment’ in Beijing on 10 July 2023. The workshop was 

moderated by Mr Wang Yi, Member of the Standing Committee of the 14th 
National People’s Congress of China and Professor and Director of the Center for 

Carbon Neutrality Strategy at CASISD. More than 40 representatives from 
governments, financial institutions, and academia in China and Europe attended 

the workshop. 

Read More 

https://climatecooperation.cn/climate/exchange-meeting-on-institutional-arrangements-in-the-field-of-climate-service-management-arranged/
https://climatecooperation.cn/climate/indonesian-delegation-on-low-carbon-transportation-planning-in-china-hosted/
https://climatecooperation.cn/climate/climate-finance-symposium-with-three-selected-local-pilots/
https://climatecooperation.cn/climate/china-eu-expert-workshop-on-climate-finance-and-investment/


 

Exchange on Climate Legislation with Dr Sina 

In order to enhance exchange on the issue of climate legislation between China 
and Germany, Dr Stephan Sina, Senior Fellow at Ecologic Institute, visited Beijing 

from 20 to 21 September 2023 with the support of the NDC-Implementation 
project. GIZ and China’s National Center for Climate Change Strategy and 

International Cooperation (NCSC) jointly invited him to participate in events at the 
NCSC, the Beijing Municipal Climate Change Management Centre, and Beihang 
University. More than 100 representatives from ten different departments and 

schools attended the exchange. 

Read More 

» Sino-German Cooperation on Low Carbon Transport (CLCT) & NDC Transport Initiative for Asia 

 

Vietnamese transport delegation visited China  

A delegation of the Vietnamese Ministry of Transport, the Vietnam Register, and 
the Transport Department of Ho Chi Minh City visited China from 24 to 27 July 

2023. During the visit, the delegation met with representatives from the Chinese 
Ministry of Transport (MoT), transport research institutes, and industry 

stakeholders to exchange on the topics of electric mobility development and fuel 
consumption standards in China. 

Read More 

 

Event on accelerating carbon-neutral transportation with a gender perspective 

In order to promote the low-carbon transformation of transportation whilst better 
integrating gender-sensitive measures, the NDC Transport Initiative for Asia’s 

(NDC-TIA) China component invited experts and practitioners from the fields of 
low-carbon development and social sciences for a joint discussion on 1 August 

2023. 

Read More 

 

 Workshop on low-carbon transport on the sub-national level 

On 2 August 2023, the World Resources Institute (WRI) and the Shenzhen Urban 
Transport Planning Center jointly hosted a workshop on limiting transport carbon 
emissions while developing a “Strong Transport Nation”, exploring the transport 

sector’s decarbonisation opportunities on subnational levels. 

Read more 

https://climatecooperation.cn/climate/exchange-on-climate-legislation-with-dr-sina/
https://www.ndctransportinitiativeforasia.org/news/vietnam-mot-drvn-hcmcdot-emobility-visit-china
https://www.ndctransportinitiativeforasia.org/news/she-acts-gender-transport-discussion-recap
https://www.ndctransportinitiativeforasia.org/news/china-workshop-beijing-2023-subnational-low-carbon-transport


 

Transport and Climate Change Week 2023 

The NDC-TIA project enabled a representative of the China Academy for 
Transportation Science (CATS) to participate in the annual Transport and Climate 

Change Week organised by GIZ in Berlin from 11 to 15 September 2023. The event 
brought together experts and representatives of government agencies and cities 
from different partner countries of the GIZ transport projects to engage in peer 

learning and discussions on decarbonising transport. 

Read more 

» Sino-German Energy Partnership 

 

Gender Analysis Workshop  

On 2 August 2023, the Sino-German Energy Partnership organised a Gender 
Analysis Workshop. Chinese experts on energy, climate, and gender equity 

participated in the workshop. The experts suggested that gender components in 
new project designs should be in line with the overarching national gender policy 
and development trend. They also pointed out that everyone can be vulnerable 

during the energy transition and women should be provided with more 
opportunities to benefit from capacity-building on energy technology topics. 

Read More 

» Sino-German Environmental Partnership 

 

China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and Development 
(CCICED) Annual General Meeting 2023  

The CCICED 2023 Annual General Meeting took place in Beijing from 28 to 30 
August 2023, focusing on the topic of “Green Transition for High-Quality 

Development: Modernization in Harmony with Nature”. The meeting drew more 
than 500 high-level experts from governments, research, the private sector, and 
civil society. The Sino-German Environmental Partnership supported the German 

participation logistically and organisationally. 

Read More 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S 
Learning Forum  

"City Enabling Environment Assessment on Environmental and Climate Change Governance" 
9th UCLG ASPAC Congress  

15 November 2023, 13.00-17.00 
Yiwu, China 

 

https://changing-transport.org/transport-week-2023/
https://climatecooperation.cn/climate/gender-analysis-workshop-held/
https://environmental-partnership.org/activities/cciced-annual-general-meeting-2023/


P U B L I C A T I O N S  

 

The Little Book of Climate Finance 

The Little Book of City Climate Finance, written by NewClimate Institute expert 
Katharina Lütkehermöller, has been officially published. It was commissioned by 

the IKI project Sino-German Cooperation on Climate Change – NDC 
Implementation. 

As one of the NDCI project’s knowledge products, the little book is addressed to 
Chinese stakeholders at the city/regional level. Providing a simple guide to 

financing climate mitigation and adaptation, it starts by giving an overview of how 
municipal governments are affected by climate change. The little book also 

addresses climate finance roadmaps as centrepieces of cities’ efforts to achieve 
their climate finance goals through outlining bankable projects and funding 

sources. Finally, it discusses which potential sources of funding exist and how early 
involvement of and regular exchange with diverse stakeholders can help to better 
leverage them. To this end, the little book introduces best practice examples from 

cities all around the world, with a particular focus on Europe. 

Read More 

 

7th Monitoring and Evaluation Report on Greenhouse Gas Emission Reductions in 
MSW management of the Demonstration Municipalities of China IWM NSP 

This report, written by Sino Carbon Innovation & Investment Co., Ltd., China 
Municipalities Construction Design and Research Institute Co., Ltd., China 

Environmental Resources Technology Co., Ltd., and the NAMA project team in 
December 2022, introduces the 7th monitoring period of greenhouse gas emission 

reductions in MSW management of the five demonstration municipalities. The 
report layout was finalised in September 2023. 

Read More 

 

8th Monitoring and Evaluation Report on Greenhouse Gas Emission Reductions in 
MSW management of the Demonstration Municipalities of China IWM NSP  

This report, written by Sino Carbon Innovation & Investment Co., Ltd., China 
Municipalities Construction Design and Research Institute Co., Ltd., China 

Environmental Resources Technology Co., Ltd., and the NAMA project team in 
August 2023, introduces the 8th monitoring period of greenhouse gas emission 
reductions in MSW management of the five demonstration municipalities. The 

report layout was finalised in September 2023. 

Read More 

https://climatecooperation.cn/climate/the-little-book-of-city-climate-finance/
https://iwm-nama.caues.cn/topic/monitoring-and-evaluation-report-on-greenhouse-gas-emission-reductions-in-msw-management-of-the-demonstration-municipalities-of-china-iwm-nsp-7th-monitoring-period/
https://iwm-nama.caues.cn/topic/monitoring-and-evaluation-report-on-greenhouse-gas-emission-reductions-in-msw-management-of-the-demonstration-municipalities-of-china-iwm-nsp-8th-monitoring-period/


 

Study on Gender-integrative Measures for Decarbonizing Transport in Asia 

In the context of realising the sustainable mobility transition without leaving 
anyone behind on the road to sustainable development, the paper considers 

gender-specific mobility patterns and needs with regards to the decarbonisation 
of transport in Asia, with a special focus on China, India, and Vietnam. The paper 
examines the key drivers behind transport preferences and behaviour, addresses 
implementation challenges, and provides policy recommendations for ensuring 

inclusive transport. 

Read More 

  

https://www.ndctransportinitiativeforasia.org/resources-list/giz-gender-study-transport-decarbonization
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